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Brownie Breaks 
N.S.L. goalscoring 
record (Story on page 6) 


"Football's not a matter of life or 
death, it's much more important 
than that.” 

The late, great Bill Shankly. 
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Strikers | Strikers 2 Every month during the Sirikers 
UTS Olympic 0 West Adelaide 0 season we aim to give a quick 5 

6th December, 1 997 ; . : Saturday, 20" December, 1997 resume of the visitors to Suncorp 

by John Croft any evidence of leadership last night. What . for the coming month. This month 
I'm definitely not eaiogit “my football at the I did see was a lack of willingness by the Two dubious penalties gave the Strikers their ; . : 

L Yee pate at bang badd other players to give him the ball. He fourth win of the season, The two goals were [°° look at the Gippsland Faleons (3rd January) 
moment. ast night’s game at Lang Far i doesn’t fit in. Nice man an dall that but scored by Harper and Brown, and could and Wollongong Wolves (27th January). 
nothing to broaden the appeal of the code. It’s hard please go back to Sydney (oh you ee arguably be described as the two most Gippsland Falcons 
to fathom how a team that thrilled us all so much Flory fans he could $0 culo iave bot important goals of the whole season - and Player to look out for... . 
last season can bore us rigid this year. There is me so easly ° that’s before we've reached the halfway Mark Foy (New Zealand international and Ex Bundaberg Waves 
simply no pattem in the play, no fluidity, no com- yours!) point of this campaign. If Harper had missed player) 
then Farina would surely have had to drop 


"From humbte beginnings by a group of Italian migrants in 1961 
the Falcons have embraced the entire community in a melting pot 
of culture and tradition giving the Club and the Gippsland 


mitment and absolutely no ideas from set pieces. I 


* 4 be =~) 
have now come to the opinion that Al Hunter was ['ll leave it to other Brisbane supporters fo jhim from the run-on team, and when 


add their tuppence worth about last Brown's penalty hit the net he broke John 


the brains and driving force behind our success : : ‘ 
. geen i rtainl = Kosminas SL. e : 
last year. Those of you who think Frank might +g wg, - night! IE Ce ye Us ci ; See leadi i pot, ea gaa now te all- | community a sense of tremendous personal pride and achievement 
: : . always am, but it doesn’t ime leading scorer in national league history | Gippsland Falcons’ participation in the Eri it 
make a good national coach must think rene ‘with 134 goals win th r ¢ Ericsson Cup has seen it 
2 i : «. mean I’m enjoying it. And g ie respect of the soccer community and the wider sporting 
twice. Bruce Stowell laid solid ately only three and a half thousand community of Australia. 


for those of you who would 
rather a result no matter 
how it’s obtained - I got far 
more satisfaction and pride out of the 
Socceroos performance last week in which 
we played superbly but didn’t get the result 
than I do watching a team grind out a resull 
with no flair or entertainment value. The 
Strikers won - big deal! 


med up to witness this piece of history, The Falcons continue to march on with the Gippsland community 
turned behind them as a shining example of the can do spirit and how 


and when referee Brett Hugo booked him for | ayveni ; : 
taking his ghirt off, the whole of Suncorp Bes ing can be achieved with hard work, determination and true 


booed the official - and rightly so. 
‘For! rest of the game the Strikers looked Last season we lost both games to the Falcons, and again jost 1-0 

‘on top - just. But the Cranneys failed to | last week - so we need revenge. A much-needed win at home this 
get to the by-line, yet again, and refused to week will restore a bit more confidence - something we'll need with 
‘qake-on their full backs when given the a some tough matches coming up. . 


» Too much bulk in the off-season, 
9 Thanks to the Facons internet site at... 


http://gippslandfalcens.net-tech.com.au/ 


foundations for The Strikers and upon | 
this Frank and Peter Tokesi were able 
to take short-term advantage? They 
introduced a few young players and before 
we knew it, we were on a roll. How much 
this had to do with Frank I’m not sure. Suc- cess 
often breeds success and together with that comes 
luck. Last season the Strikers rescued a number of 
games when the opposition had a player sent off or 


we were awarded a penalty. This season we’ve had OZSOCCER su vie “=, t looked out of place on the right- 
very few decisions go our way but then again, we’re OZSOCCER tne b ih A and incurred a yellow card for Wollongong Wolves 
simply not creating the opportunities. This year is John Croft subscribes to the Austr ing down an opponent - probably out Player to look out for. . . 
Frank’s real test and so far he has been found ian soccer ena a the . ion more than anything else. pane Sa (Twenty-one year old youngster is scoring 
. a internet, and last mont e con j the positive side, Glenn G freely this season, 
wanting. The team lacks any creativity. Players such| ? : : 2 wyyTAe 
: 2 pa ducted a survey of those listees as solid at the back as he has ever 


SE hicioisly learned much aoe gine have been semi-finalists in 1982, 1988, 1992 
Brit Hunter over the last : and as won the League in 1988. The club has spent 
SI ose Wehrm the last few years building and developing a strong team 
sa | u ey u ann through a blend of imports and a very comprehensive youth 
¢ last twenty minutes to a development program. The team and club spirit is high after 
r from the Suncorp faithful, and the appointment of a new coach, new management and the 
was on the park, the Strikers looked signing of recognised quality players." 
etely different outfit. He ran at the 
ilaved off some remarkable passes, ae er we won 4-0 and 2-1, and in round 2 this season 
igh to had no right to win. ‘on 1-0, with a Troy Cranney goal. However the Wolves are 
a. SE oid out. and we'll up there with the top-six contenders this season, and regard 
RE caatarty now. 4 that 1-0 loss asa bit of a freak result. Another tough one that 
i we need to win - especially if we are still looking at a top-six 


as the Cranneys are playing well below their best. 
We have a keeper that certainly does not inspire 
confidence and doesn’t know the meaning of 
distribution. Frank spends too much time disputing 
decisions (not a good example!). Rod, unfortu- 
nately, has become too slow. Other players such as 
Hews, Zoricich and even Knipey don’t look too 
confident on the ball. And as for Harper - can we 
have a collection and pay him his airfare back to 
Sydney! I can’t believe he’s our captain. I didn’t see 


Questions ranged from National Soc 
cer League to world football, and ne: 
month with his kind permission we 
hope to publish some of his findings 
The OZSOCCER list can be accesse¢ 
via 

http:// ezsoccer.thehub.com.au 


Fancy writing a match report fo 


Aucblanher The Farr Post ? This is the maga Ee does atways looked bie 
0. come April/May. 
The Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, therefore, zine that will print any old crap for the Sharks, but in the end a 
are those of the individual contributors, and do not neces-| 8© put pen to paper and send us > affair, and three points seem more Thanks to the Wolves site at . . . 
sarily reflect the views of The Editor - but frequently do! | your worst... portant than the way we won them. (TM) hitp://203.61.124.10:80/wolves/ 


Brownie Breaks N.S.L. Goal-scoring Record 


by Tony Moran 


[Last month against West Adelaide Rod Brown, broke John Kosmina 
record when he netted for the 134" time in National League history. Below, we look at the 
career of a man who has become a legend in Queensland football. 


Apart from one season in Malaysia with Penang, Rod Brown has played all his football in Australia. He started 
his N.S.L. career back in 1983 with Marconi Fairfield, and since then has scored 134 National League goals, 
breaking John Kosminas tally of 133. Many people were hoping that he’d break it last season, but the goals seem 
to be getting harder fo score these days. : 
“lye always been a goal-scorer ever since | started in Sydney, and played with East Bankstown.” He says, “l was 
with them until I was about 15 or 16 - always scoring goals - and played a few rep games for New South Wales.” 
When he was 17 he went to play with Albury in the New South Wales state league, and after playing a year there 
he moved on to the Australian Institute of Sport (A.LS.) where he met a certain Frank Farina. The two hit it off 
straight away, and have been mates ever since. Although their careers have taken completely different paths, - 
Farina went to Europe, whilst Brown stayed in Australia - they have still remained friends. 
“After the A.LS. I signed for Marconi, and Frank went to Sydney City. That is where I did a lot of growing up.” 
He describes his baptism into the National Soccer League with a wry grin on his face. 
“] signed in 1983, and was at Marconi for 4 years. They were a very professional club, and looked after me very 
well, It was a lot tougher than it is now. The players these days have a lot more technique and are much more 
skillful than we were back then . The laws of the game have changed to protect the players more, whereas you 
used to have to watch yourself back in those days.” 
“| scored 50 goals in my four seasons at Marconi, and in ‘87 I signed for Apia Leichhardt. We won the Champi- 
onship in my first year, and I got a Championship Medal for that. In those days the first past the post were the 
champions. There wasn’t any semi-finals or Grand Final then, and we won it without losing any of our first 20 
games.” 
That season he scored 11 goals in his first ten games, but finished with only 14 for the year. Whilst at Apia he 
scored a total of 35, and a few injuries and a lack of form saw him hit a bit of a low for a few seasons. Between 
1988 and 1995 he only hit double figures once (10 in 1989/90). Despite this, Brown still thinks that he has been 
pretty consistent over the years. 
“If 1 can get into double figures each year, then I’m happy, and I’d rather get 10 a year for ten years than 20 once 
and only five or six 4 season. Unfortunately, that didn’t always work out.” 
After Apia, in 1991, he had a season at Penang in the Malaysian League, which he describes as “a very interesting 
experience.’ In those days corruption in Malaysian soccer was rife, so it was no surprise that he returned home 
after the birth of his first child, and turned down an offer to go back for a second season. 
At the time, Bruce Stowell was in charge at Newcastle, and he offered Brown, who was then playing on the New 
South Wales Central Coast, the chance to restart his N.S.L. career. Someone once described Bruce as a man who 
“calls a spade a ‘bloody shove ”, but Brown seemed to hit it off with Stowell. 
“He’s a hard man alright. But fair as well. If he knows you’re doing you're best then he understands. But if he 
feels that you’re not pulling you’re weight, he certainly lets you know. 
“I had two seasons at Newcastle where ! worked with Bruce for the first time, and then when he moved up here, 
he talked me into coming up too.” 
His two years at Newcastle weren’t that fruitful, either, and he only managed a total of twelve goals in his two 
seasons, before he came north to team up with Stowell again. 
“Newcastle were going through a bad patch, so when Bruce called me and asked if I'd like the chance to start 
afresh with a new club I jumped at the opportunity”. The Queensland air must have rekindled his appetite for 
scoring, In the 1994/95 and 1995/96 seasons he added another 22 to his tally, taking his total to 119. Kossies’ 
record was in his sights, and when Frank Farina arrived an old partnership was reborn. 
“1d played with Frank before and to have the chance of playing alongside him again was great. I knew that we’d 
do well, and although 1 didn’t get carried away hoped that last season would bring us the big one”. 
And it did ! 
A goal each for the two old mates gave the Strikers that Grand Finat victory last May, and Browns 131st of his 
Continued on page 7 
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Ron the Ref : 


SEE COON OOOT COSCO ONO HOTS DOOM DIOS 
@ 


Ronnie’s wife didn’t object to him refereeing g 
- _ because he always harried home straight after the game!!! 


he WERE 


SAPD PGOBOGPOSHS 


$823 


He'd have to wait another four months until 
rt of the new season before he could continue 
goal chase. 


Browns N.S.L. goal-scoring achievements . . . 


artunately with the arrival of Andy Harper, Marconi Fairfield (1983) 10 
) was reduced to the reserves bench for the ‘ (1984) 16 
hres games of this campaign, and it seemed t (1985) 13 
s elusive three goals would become harder oe (1986) 1 
Apia Leichhardt (1987) 14 
his first of the season away at Newcastle : (1988) 3 
quickly followed a week later by a deflected . (1989) 7 
from Harper which skipped off Browns back “ (1989/90) 10 
re =: 1-0 win over U.T.S. Olympic, and 7 ial 1 
ith Kosmina. . (1991/92) 0 
last month against West Adelaide he Newcastle (1992/93) 4 
up to take the most important penalty of ; - ; (1993/94) 8 
, and if he had any nerves they weren't Brisbane Strikers (1994/95) 9 
as he ripped off his shirt to reveal a t-shirt i (1995/96) 13 


~ (1996/97) 12 
“ (1997/98) 3 


i magical number "134" emblazoned across 
iL The booking that he received from 


ee was immaterial - Brown was in the 


Last month we printed the first part of an interview with Strikers Assistant Coach, Peter Tokesi. In it 
he tried to explain what had been going wrong with the form of the Strikers on the park this season. 
This month he talks about his own career, and what the future holds for the game in Queensland and 
Australia. (This was recorded before Australias World Cup qualifying disaster at the M.C.G.). 
Tell us a bit about your career. Where you started play-|in his backside. As a defender I’d try to sneak up on him, 
ing, and for which clubs etc. 7 and he always knew where you were, and you could never 
I started when | was eleven for Budapest Grovely. At fifteen | get the ball off him. He had this uncanny sense of knowing 
1 played fifth division and second division, and I moved tolwhich way you were going to try to tackle him, When I 
Brisbane City when I was seventeen. | was in the first team |saw him a few years later in the nation 
from day one, and I stayed there whilst they were in the|these younger kids not being able to get the ball off him | 
National Soccer League. When I was 25 | injured my knee, either, so I didn’t feel too bad. 
and had to have a year away from the game. They ini ially |It’s been a long time since I’ve seen anyone with the vision bd 
said that | wouldn’t play again, and | had an operation. After )that Frank had, who could distribute a ball as he did. We 
a lot of hard work through rehabilitation, 1 began training }had a midfield of Frank, Larry Gaffney who came from 
again, but I was not N.S.L. standard by then. 1 seemed to| Wollongong and was assistant coach there last year, and a 
have lost the sharpness that you need at that level, so I went [bloke called Roberto Echiverria It was written in the south- 
to play with Bundaberg in the state league, and that was ajern press at the time, that we had the best midfield in the 
very succesful year 1 felt. league, which was surprising really because nothing good 
After Bundaberg I came back to City, and I played forjever came from Queensland in those days, 
Queensland against New South Wales, and we won 2-0. [} believe them. 
was still having problems with my knees and the following 
year I had a disagreement with the coach, and was dropped |Did you always want to coach, or was it something that 
from the state team. I needed another operation, and was just happened after you had hung your boots up ? 
struggling from week to week, but my sights had been set on {1 actually started coaching when I was 17, and when I gave 
playing in the state side. So when I was dropped I decided to |the game away I started coaching virtually straight away, 
stop playing, which was a great shame because L was only |but I didn’t enjoy it. It was a real chore and I hated every 
28. If the carrot had been dangled in front of me at that stage, [minute of it So | took some time off, and we started doing 
I might have played a bit longer, but I was having a lot ofa lot of things away from football. But my wife’s a teacher, 


trouble with my knees, and didn’t think it worth carrying |so she slowly got me doing a bit of coaching with the school, 
and I started getting back into it slowly with the kids. Then 


Tony Lowndes suggested | coach a rep team, and initially | 
Who were some of the other players that you played with | wasn’t interested, and when he told me that it was just once 
at that time ? a week, I thought “That’s OK”. But once a week to train 
At City there was Jim Hermiston, and I think that he’s prob- also involves once a week to watch them play, and | 
ably one of the best players that has ever come to Australia. leventually got back into Junior Soccer in a big way, and | 
Billy Wilkinson and Billy Williamson are two more. Allan |did begin to enjoy it. 
Marley is someone who Irate very highly, and when he came |From there I moved onto Queensland rep sides. But | began 
from New Zealand was probably one of the hardest people |to enjoy it when I finally realised that T couldn’t play any 
that I’ve had to mark, and that includes everyone at NS.L.|more. | was still quite young at this stage, and after giving 
level, including someone like John Kosmina. I found smaller |up so early, and realising that I couldn’t even play five-a- 
players harder to mark. Probably because there was a lotlside, I started to enjoy coaching once more. 
more body contact in those days, and you'd bump them with [I found that coaching rep teams was much more rewarding 
your thigh, and they'd fall over, and get a free-kick. But} because if the players weren’t doing what they were told 
with the bigger guys you could give them a bit of a push, then I could easily get somebody in who would. At club 
and they’d take it. level that’s a little difficult, because if you tell them to go, 
they do, and eventually you don’t have a team left. 
We spoke to Frank Pimblett last month, what do you But one thing that did worry me was that there was no-one 
remember about him ? at club level to coach the slow developers. That’s between 
i was lucky enough to play with Frank at City, but I used to |the ages of fifteen and nineteen, and that’s the age group 
hate playing against him at training. I swear that he had eyes' that [ really enjoy coaching now. 1 decided to go back to 


on. 
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Brisbane City, and took over the senior colts because | knew 

there were a couple of lads there that needed a bit of extra} Peter Tokesi’s N.S.L. stats 


conching. Then the reserve grade coach left, and I didn’t — 9 
really want that job, because I believe that it’s the hardest (all games for Brisbane City) 
job at any club. You never know what you have to work 
with until Iste, and you can never get a settled side. But | Apps Goals 
ended up doing the reserves, anyway, and keeping my hand 1977 28 9 
ip with the senior colts too. After a while Bobby Hamilton | 1978 23 
jeff, and | was asked to do the first team job, and it just 9 
seemed like a natural progression, so | took it. 1979 3 0 
Then the job at the Strikers came up, and initially I wasn't 1982 18 4 
interested, but | began to think that it might not be such a 1983 19 3 
ad thing after all. My heart was still with the youth players, | 4984 
and | would have liked to have stayed at City one more : 0 

_ | still thought that we had a job to do there, as we'd Total 97 6 
mnissed out by a whisker the previous season, and played are those that do the level one basics well 
some really good soccer along the way. Unfortunately we have players out there aha are supposed 


to be good, who can’t consi i 

What do you think of the new XXXX Premier League 9 | want it to go. If we could Sten oaeaere i eter 
{really don’t think that the game has recovered since they each night, then they’d improve a hundredfold a ina 
disbanded the state league. But now with the Premier League months. The basic skill levels of passing, trappin ie ading 
{think that we're just getting back to what it was. When and chesting is low, and if that is the case for e Sane 
‘the state Jeague started all the best players were in Brisbane, on the park then the game is going to be v ota - rete 
put after a few years the younger players in the country is why possession turns over so quickly, at so nen, [ 
‘were getting better, and the regional teams got quite strong, | *hink that that is the big difference these da eter, 
‘Teams oA Townsville were looking to get into the national * 

league at that time - that’s how good they were. Teams like | 18 a state league at some point i i 
Seid eave and Caims also became very | that you see a being good ter th dias? ee 
COMA a a years, I don’t know if we'll ever get back to a full state league. 
When the OSF sat down, and came up with the eight team Financially it’s going to be difficult because Queensland i ; 
“competition last season, they were obviously trying to lift | °° big. But, yes, I'd like to see something like that ue 


- the standard, Now they’ve expanded to ten, but I'd like to back, even if we only go up as far as Rockhampton, and 


‘it expanded just a little more. Id love to see teams from down to the Gold Coast. You see the Go 

lace reer ten competition. When they lost been a bit of a transient area in heacers die 
heir 4 e Premier League there was nowhere for the | becoming a bit more stable, and we’re getting some good 
younger p pees to go to. But if teams from places like youth players coming up, and if they can’t make it thos 
omit a j tempt are prepared to travel down | they’re advised to move to Brisbane. Any kid worth his salt 
cre chan Es om ales payee in those hae bial ie fifteen or sixteen should be looking to play in 
bs © of evel. League youth side, andi , i 
But | don’t think that we have the depth here in Brisbane they should Boe south, shai eck pro roan 


yet. My opinion is that if you find a lot of earn: 

ita lot of younger players teams here. So] would like to see a state league, or somethin 
K in . ‘ iT i 
playing cS the top grade then the standard is too low. But if similar, come back. a 8 


Ou have a couple of experienced players who are bette 

the ball then it’s harder for the youn; ere, | Fi 

the ger lads to get there, Finally, the World Cup. The Soccerro: j 

> salem poty harder. I honestly believe that out that they are to play Iran over tg cw 

the skill eee ont = game at the moment. Kids can’t | You think our chances are there. And assuming we win 

ote tee lays and their passing is woeful. how do you feel that they will perform in France? , 

Bees have beer poring the academy for afew | Well] honestly believe that we'll do well all around. My 

os ly bearing fruition., because | Only concem is that we will be a little bit complacent (very 

Back to basics, and started ect hs hi ah ee fret qualifying nie py epee 

7 r ings that we g team from the Asian i 

: — " an _— and when we used to play in | Stage looked like it would be Iran - sac eras Pb 
et Ae - ar ty don’t do those things, Tthink that it’s very poor that we only find out 5 days before 

oe fen ome, then they must do playing the game, who and where we will be playing. 

if rink that the best level 3 coaches | When we do make it to the final 32 i think that we will get 

Continued on page I0 
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Lions open new clubhouse 


On Saturday December 13" Brisbane Lions 
opened a new clubhouse at their Richlands 


through the first round, and a lot of that has got to do with the 
fact that we have players playing a high level day-in and day- . 
out. Most of them are full time pros, and we've got 2 good blend home, and over 500 guests tured up to switch 
there at the moment. on the pokies, open the beer taps and pop the 
Initially when Venables was chosen | thought, “Oh no - not) champagne corks. The $1.3 million dollar 
another Pommie”, but he’s been around for a while, and when building took only 15 weeks to complete, and 7 
I'd had chance to think about it a bit, I thought that it would bea} with only the best fixtures and fittings to had bee 
fresh start, and I think that we'll do well, even when it comes to] complement the buil ding the total bill will be by th 
the knockout stages. between two and three million dollars at the end 
of the day. When I visited the following 
Thursday the Keno had just been switched on, 


him| and the punters were beginning to get excited. 


And what happens after Venables, do you see an Australian 
based coach on the horizon, Frank Farina, maybe ? 

I think that they'd like to get someone like Frank, and bring 
in there. But, it’s probably a little early yet for Frank. Once Terry The official opening will be the day of the 
goes they might give it to another overseas coach, but Venables] Silver Boot Final, some time in mid-Februaty 
is so high profile - he’s opening doors that none of us would] (probably the 15") when a number of distin- 
have even dreamed of doing twelve months ago. guished guests are being lined up for a very 


eventful day. an SO 


Do you think that with all these players going overseas at] _. 3 ‘ , 
the moment, they will eventually come back here and put Lions President, Gary Wilkins, admitted that 


something back into the local game as Frank has done ? there had been some very nervous moments 

I think they will come back, but I'd like to see it happen earlier.| over the past few months, but now that the 
They go for two reasons. Firstly to earn better money, andsecondly| doors are open they are expecting a steady 

to play ata higher standar d. Players would definitely stay here if] stream of visitors in the lead up to the new 
they were paid a reasonable wage, and from that the standard) season which starts this March. 

automatically improves. Some of them might stay for say;| The existing clubhouse, overlooking the pitch 
$100,000 - which is not a great deal compared to what they get] 14. become the Sportsmans Bar, and can also 
overseas, but it might be enough to keep some of them here. : i 

I remember Eric Worthington saying that soccer will come 0 be used for private functions, whilst the new 
age in Australia when we start exporting players. He said that area includes a Bistro, pokies and a number of 
maybe 20 years ago, and | reckon that in ten years time they’ll cleverly located TV screens for cable television 
start coming back, then our game will improve, and the and Keno. 

sponsorship will come in, From then on we need to play more A total of 30 staff are being employed by the 
international games, the only problem is that we are so far away) club, including new General Manager, Martin 
from everywhere. Weir, who came to Lions from the Aussie Rules 
club (whose name escapes me for the time 
being) at the Gabba. 


hy 


What happens to Peter Tokesi over the next few years ? 
L would like to coach a national team at youth level. That’s where} — : . : 
my heart is at this point in time. Whether that happens or not I Lions begin their 1998 Premier League 
don’t know, because they’re trying to get ex-Australian players] campaign at home to Mount Gravatt on Sunday, 
to take up coaching roles. [ll take this year as it comes, and at] March 1*, but before that they are hosting the 
the end of the season I'll sit back and take stock of the situation. | pre-season Silver Boot competition. 

This year Lions are hosting all of the competi- 
This is what Peter had to say about the Socceroos defeat by} jion which will include between 10 and 12 
teams, and will be played in February. Last year 
they co-hosted it with Rochedale Rovers, but 
the Logan based club have agreed to let Lions 
run the whole competition this year. A great 
games against New South Wales. We need to start thinking 0 sign of co-operation between two of the giants 
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’ 
{had every : 

‘were at home the evening before, so I'd had an early 
night. | had printed e 


d out 


occer Team Photographs 


peciallse In team phetograpls fer junior and senler teams for soccer 
and other sperts. 


a 
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_ Telephone 3367 1688 


Telephone 32670681 


h 


intention of going - honest. The Strikers 


xtra copies of The Farr Post to 
to club and country officials, and | had bought 
e nose plugs to step you from snoring when 
off. But in the end | couldn't 


myself to doit. The trauma of last years meeting 


too much. Three hours being bored senseless 


political manouvering of various people had 
tears to me eyes, 


and { couldn't go through all 


jkers game when | asked if anybody else was 
answer came back... 

id to make a choice between sitting in a room 

e drivelling on about administering a game 

‘of them have no interest in, and having a lie 


then getting up at 10.30 to watch Italian soccer, 


id you choose ?° 
decided . . . | had my lie in, watched the 
seer, and then kicked myself, because I knew 


id have gone anyway. 


round that week to find out what had 
| wasn't surprised to hear that Wally Dann 
ithe Presidency once more. His ninth year, 
‘You don't get that for murder these days, do 
ion Arrowsmith and Geoff Millward had both 


f the top job, but a silly decision really. Their 


sment was to split the anti-establishment 
sident Dann would have been chuckling 
y under his breath whilst the nominations 


Contact... 
Park Read Prints, 
41 Park Read, Milten. 


__Orafterhours... 
il Harley, Photographer. 


e Q.S.F. Annual General Meetin 


: 


ll 


He retained the job with plenty of votes to spare, and 
the combined Arrowsmith/Millward vote didn't come 
anywhere close to that accumulated by Dann. 
Arrowsmiths *All-or-nothing” ploy backfired when he 
didn’t get the job, leaving him without a seat on the 
board. He was replaced by Phil Latherham, back after 
a year away, and Ray Evans moved up to take the 
Vice-Presidents position. 
Anumber of stories have filtered back about the events 
of the day. Including accusations that some 
“unconstitutional” decisions were made. But this 
publication is not going to get into a political mud- 
slinging match, especially when the Italian Soccer 
seemed more of an attraction at the time, and we didn’t 
have anybody present to substantiate those claims. 
Unfortunately, however hard a number of people try to 
push the game forward here in Queenstand the old 
guard manage to close ranks and quell any 
revolutionaries who threaten their little empire. If the 
game in Queensland is to change, and make huge 
steps forward, it is the clubs who must begin 
communicating and working with each other, much as 
the ten Premier League clubs have been doing of late. 
But even in those closed meetings there are those 
puppets who dance to tunes played by the 
powerbrokers, and who report back their findings, very 
much like a story from the cold war. Ail we need now is 
a dead journalist in the opening pages, and we've got 
all the makings of a John Grisham thriller. 


_— ~~» 


soe Post i 
The Farr Post — The Farr Post 
rr ”~ a ee | = 
Quotations The plot thickens... 13 
; by Reuban McDuck 
Compiled by Ewen Anderson + month this magazine reported on the links between the break: +a 
| have been a great ambassador for this club. (Vinny Jones, on his disappointment at not Beiemous etrnals, ad President of the South aie iene : remand five 
ig . . \ '. T 
winning the W imbledon captaincy [1986]) . : Wombat. This magazine had received a leaked Queensland Police document implicatin Womb in th 
It was a terrible season. | would not have wished it on my worst enemy. (Luca Di jreakout, and we feel that it is our duty to inform the public of such goi P 8 _ 
Montezemolo, vice-president of Juventus, after the club failed to qualify for a European However. Bes: report was printed we have eaves a Laem See 
ees es ¥ an 
iursemey for the first time in 28 years [1991]) ; source at a very high level of the police force has informed us of the following . ; a 
The Julie Andrews of football. (Duncan Mackenzie on Kevin Keegan [1981]) . 5). and bush tycoon, Roy "Bushy" Brown is also implicated i . ~ 
Our forwards are not encouraged to parade their ability in an ostentatious fashion. (Stan so far eluded attempts by the police to track him down. Further to rit thee andes a ate and has 
Cullis, Wolves manager) ~ source that Brown is being tracked by the New South ' i / i nu 
Football wasn’t meant to be run by two linesmen and air traffic control. (Tommy Docherty, this matter, all they woul oe are Saisie: . oF piaareneets Rita a ae 
teste mieee thet oo the ‘long ball’ game [1 986) F . . y in the death of INXS lead singer, Michael Hutchence. Just exactly how, we are not sure at this sta 
Spion Kop is one of Liverpool Football Club's prized possessions, and in all seriousness, i ‘But Brown's name has also been linked to a number of other bizarre € ae net ge. 
am certain matches have been won through the vocal efforts of its regular patrons. (Matt  Gmonths. These include... vents over the last twelve 
Busby, My Story, [1985]) The Socceroos loss to Iran ia the World Cup play- i : 
Busby knew how important he was. When Denis (Law) was doubtful the boss would practi- , _ set that Brown sponsored the eT isin ce nda 
cally be on his hands and knees hoping he could play. (Harry Gregg, The European Cup return Brown was given a place in the squad, and it is alleged that he enced dis aay tins scene z 
1955-80, [John Motson and John Rowlinson, 1980}) team for the second-leg by personally bribing the Iranian coach. If this is true, he could have scored 
Denis Law could dance on egg-shells. (Bill Shankly) one of the goals that knocked Australia out of the World Cup ! 
Football ean be no more than a minor comer of any balanced life. (John Arlott) : “The death of Princess Diana in Paris. Witnesses have sworn under oath, that one of the pursiun 
Every dressing room should have a poster that says: ‘There is more to life than just football joumalists was no other than the South Farr Wanderers feces siioueh his aii es i 
and football management’. (Gerry Francis, Bristol Rovers Manager [1 988)) ‘disposable camera was found in his room at the South Farr Hotel een police raided it in ae. It 
| believe Bill Shankly died of a broken heart after he stopped managing Liverpool and saw ‘Ys assumed that as his footballing career comes to an end, he intends to break into the lucrati te 
them go on to even greater success without him. Giving your whole life to a football club is Joumalism market. Obviously he would need photographs of a high-profile public figure rae ti 8 
sad mistake. (John Giles [1984]) ; ‘Portiolio, and there would have been no better figure than the Princess. ss 
At Highbury we went for results. Results meant getting goals so we cut the movements ‘The signing of Andy Harper by the Brisbane Strikers. Although the club will totally deny it, Brown 
down from four passes to two. Our great ball was the long one and that opened the game ‘alleged to have been involved with the negotiations to bring Harper north from Marconi ‘ Pa 
we (Ted Drake [1960}) . ‘Tumoured for a while now, that Brown has, in the past, acted as an agent for a number of football 
It’s like going to a different country. (lan Rush, on his transfer to Italy [1988]) players, both at National League level, and at local level. The signing of Harper would indicate that 


| beg to tender the following suggestion... that ten or twelve of the most promising clubs in although Brown will have made a tidy profit from the deal : 
England combine to arrange home and away fixtures each season... (William MacGregor’s ‘interests of the game in Queensland i a Bu ts nena Ai - it - eee 
letter to selected clubs suggesting the formation of the Football League) ™ 


The finest team ever to sort out successfully the intricacies of this wonderful game. (Tom With such allegations flying around this country it is no surpri ice i i 

5 ‘ as MES rise that police in two Ai 

Finney on the Magnificent Magyars in Finney on Football, (1958]) “and four intemational countries want to question this wean, His ae caren aol t 
The indoor game definitely provides more what the American fan wants to see....they like a) infime, but police have assured us that they are doing everything in their power to track him d 8 pou 
winner and they like action....they like the physical stuff. (Keith Weller [1 983)) ‘Once found he will be held under maximum security until he can be eS to th 1 ee 
There are only two certainties in this a life. People die, and football managers get the sack. = 

(Eoin Hand, Ireland Manager [1980]) Meanwhile Walter "Winger" Wombat is continuing to hel ee : Ea : 

Great teams don’t need managers. Brazil won the World Cup playing exhilarating football, ifive jail escapees, but has so far denied that er . dap aaieainn ee Sere the 
with a manager they'd had for three weeks...what about Real Madrid at their greatness? Yo ion training is due to start this week, with Italian coach, Luigi Lombardo. bein pend df 
can't even remember who the manager was. (Danny Blanchflower) 0nd Season. When we spoke to him through his interpreter last week he had this ee ania 
All a manager has to do is keep eleven players happy - the eleven in the reserves. The first that idiot Brown out of the way for a while, we should be looking at a trophy or a this season 


team are happy because they are in the first team. (Rodney Marsh) ‘asked for all our trainin: i i i i 

I think | have the best job in the country. (Bobby Robson, England Manager [1985)) Ne bien foc het te dd int new in tho Grea a aaa aaa 
There are three types of Oxo cubes. Light brown for chicken stock, dark brown for beef One detect a bit of animosity there, perhaps ? , 

stock, and light blue for laughing stock. (Tommy Docherty (on Manchester City) [1988]) Watch this space for more on this story . . . 

More Next Month 


fears of the average 
sesion we have reprinted 


ZSOCCER mailing list The Farr Post monitored the he 


Via the wonders of the internet, and the 
1 that big night in Melbourne on November 29". With 


Australian soccer fan both before and afte 


“Nothing I type will come closeqe 
experiencing at this moment. 
We've all seen and experienced. before, but tonight was the 
most gut-wrenching moment I'\yie messed. This must be one of 
those hard lessons in life that onjigy 
We will go through a grieving pj genial and anger will alternate for 
a while. _ 

The only cure is four long yearsgy 
Rob Giacomini <robgiac@ozeqy 


ing the feelings that ’'m 


The first indication that it was going to be something special came 
when I read this from Mark Bowman, two days before the big 


game... 


“See you all there on Saturday afternoon, enroute to the big one. For 
me, this is a joumey that began 24 years ago when my Dad first sat me 
in front of a scratchy black and white telly to watch the great Socceroo 
team of that era. Along the way there have been a few ups and lots of 
downs, but the road goes on and now we reach another great climax. 
Just now, I feel as if I’m about to retreat to some mountain cave for the 
next 36 hours, before emerging to lend my voice to the other 90,000 “T dunno how I feel at the momiiiy 
who'll be there. Alan Clark <mcrepod@starn =~ 
1 am not supremely confident, I am incredibly nervous, but all you can . : 
do is rely on the ability of our guys. We have the ability to do it, and “The feeling I had after the equiiiyas very close fo that I had last 
that gives me strength and quiet resolve that we will win. year when told my brother had © Tha the most painful thing 
We can’t whinge about our team not giving 100% if we don’t give the Pve ever experienced and this W very close second. Pretty bad when 
same on the terraces. The players have a job and we have ajob. Sing = YOU UY to be opens about ilfifie enly worse thing imaginable is 
loud and sing long, and together we will overcome. BoniPone dying " . ; 
It doesn’t get any better than this. We will need all our resources to bunyip <bunyip@bit.net.au> 
drink 8 hours worth of beer, sing solidly for 2 hours and then be able to 


"“Couldn’t believe I could have emotions I had in twenty 


party all night. : 
GO AUSSIBS!!! 11111 minutes. Blated to purely gutted 
Mark Bowman <kaltipmb@real.com.au> Feeling sick . . . 
GERRY KAY <KAYG@staid 
But then in the aftermath of the defeat came these... ; | 
"T iterally couldn’t speak to an: iday morning when, as I 


‘ofa performance. I didn’t 
my wife on getting 

n't know how to face the 
, torn and shattered. 

is of consolation may just 


was staying with rellies, I had t¢ 
really cry until I tried to expres 
home last night. It’s Monday mi 
external world with my internal 
Next ignorant git that says any | 
regret it." 
David Marshall <dmarsha@! 


“This sport is too cruel. | am SHATTERED!!! There is no other way to 
put it. The cruellest sport on the planet. I am now questioning why I 
bother. Truly I do and at this moment of devastation I say that I 
formally quit. What is the point? Do we have to put up with this shit 
every 4 years ?” 

Ross Musso <clubmarconi@pip.com.au> (Marconi Soccer Club) 


“Tonight I wanted to cry for different reasons and different stages of the 
match, In the 200+ years that this land has been called Australia, I 
don’t think the national anthem has been sung as loudly and as 
passionate tonight. Tonight, everyone’s origin become irrelevant, 
origins from all over Europe to all over Asia and over every other 
continent and over again, tonight we were all Australian.” 

Markian Jaworsky <jaworsky@yallara.cs.rmit.edu.au> 


ithe most for was Harry 

i people like him, 

tralia while nobody 

‘ iculed by all. The guys 
ieep it alive. Harry deserved 


“At the end of the night, the pel 
Bowman. Tonight was suppose 
These were the guys that kept 
in the country gave a damn and 
that intilled in their sons the ent 
better." 

frank@lake.com.au (Frank 5 


"I ee one of the best days of my life. And it turned into one of my 
worst! 

[have been breaking down still yesterday (as I bussed it home with a 
few disconsolate fellow Roos. 

Got home, yelled at Mum, and went upstairs and broke down again. 
Finally calmed down and got a call from Marconi Sebastian, who 
was in a park pissed, and crying. 

That sent me off again. Anybody feeling like me? 

I didn’t know the Socceroos were so important too me." 

Julian Farrell <julif@syd.net.au> 


"To all the listees that made the trip to the G, thank you ! It was the 
best soccer match I have ever been to in my life and I will cherish 
the good memories for as long as I will try to forget the harshness of 
the result." 

Damian Smith <dtsbaby@ozemail.com.au> 


We'll let Mark Bowman sum it all up... 


"As I sat in the sun the next day, feeling desolate and lonely, I had 
resolved to unsubscribe from the list, retreat from soccer as much as 
poosible. After all, I couldn't keep the support up, only to get shot 
down in such a heap every 4 years. And last Saturday was the 
ultimate. 

But I can't give up - once a Aussie soccer fan, always one. But I have 
to be more of a fan and less of a fanatic. I have invested too much 
time, money, emotional energy and blood pressure over the last 2 
decades, something has to give. 

Besides, its time to advance the cause to the new generation. My 5 
year old son will start coming next year, maybe my daughter as well. 
They know all the (clean) songs, I have spent 6 months singing them 
to them whilst they were in the bath. We'll sit on the sideline with 
our scarfs on and wave little flags. Maybe even my wife will start to 
come again after all these years, since I drove her away for being too 
much of a yobbo. 

But! do know one thing. If David Hill and the whole damn circus 
achieve anything, its that in the next century young Nathan and I 
will see more qualifications than poor Harry and I did in this one. If, 
dear God, we can achieve that then I know that all has not been lost, 
and that what happened on November 29th 1997 will have been 
truly laid to rest.” 

Mark Bowman, Bay 23. 


wo, A Football Pilgrimage 


by Michael Cowley 


attends, but this is more a fashion fad than a uniform. 
Back to the game. 


Wimbledon v Blackburn Rovers, 


Selhurst Park, London. 

3.00 pm. 4th October, 1997. The eventual scoreline was re to sae Rovers; 
nd and it was a true reflection of the game. [t was an 

an Rome. intriguing game, a game of two styles. Blackbum’s 


precise and fluent short passing game to feet, played at 
a cracking pace, and Wimbledon’s searching long ball 
game for their towering strikers to chase down and 
latch on to in the 18 yard area. 


8.00 pm. 11th October, 1997. 
Tottenham Hotspur v Sheffield Wednesday, 
White Hart Lane, London 


4.00 pm. 19th October, 1997. Both teams defences were marshalled by fan’s favour- 


ites. Colin Hendry for Rovers and Vinnie Jones for the 
Dons. Each showed why they are respected. For mine 
though, Hendry took the honours on the day, as he was 
dominant both in the air and on the deck in controlling 
his back line and extinguishing any threat. A rousing 
standing ovation by the away supporters when he and 
Tim Flowers came to acknowledge their support after 90 
minutes was testament to his stature in the eyes of the 
fans. 


What do you dream about ? A Porsche Boxter for 
Xmas, a secret pipeline to your favourite brewery, 
10 minutes with the Spice Girls (that’s all you need 
isn’t it . 2 minutes) ? My tastes run a little closer to 
my footballing soul (I never did like Porsches). The 
recent opportunity to see 2 Premier League matches 
in London was an experience that will be never be 
caalast: The game itself was end to end stuff and Chris Sutton’s 
goal after 10 minutes or so was all class. A short 
through ball just inside the box, saw Sutton coming at 
the keeper from the narrowest of angles. Before you 
could blink, the net had billowed and the crowd had 
gone wild A half chance converted, and the cry was up 
_...“ Sutton for England” The next 80 minutes was a 
combination of strategy and frenetic pace, and still the 
ball played to feet by Rovers. 


Selhurst Park 


Complimentary tickets are always a nice surprise. But 
when they are to your first ever English Premier League 
match the gesture is never forgotten. Courtesy of Derek 
Fazackerly, first team coach at Blackburn Rovers, under El 
Supremo Roy Hodgson, we were seated right on the 
halfway line amongst the throng of visiting Lancastrians. 
Any jetlag we were experiencing from hitting Heathrow at 
6.30 that morning was scon dispelled. 2000 Rovers fans in 
London were in fine voice from the pre match warm up 
and it never waned... not for 1 bloody second. I thought the 
atmosphere at Suncorp Stadium on Grand Final day was 
something Id never encounter again. WRONG! Suncorp’ 
atmosphere was like a John Howard Charisma Fest 
compared to this. 


It was so refreshing to see those at the pinnacle of their 
profession putting their skills on display and providing 
pure entertainment . Also refreshing to see was the warm 
appreciation by both sets of fans at halftime, and even 

| from the Wimbledon fans behind Tim Flowers at the 
resumption of the second half when he took up his 
station. It appeared that English football really had 
turned the comer. A few passing sirens on - way ie 
The sheer devotion that the English supporter has for this | t the train station indicated perhaps a scuffle outside 
ae can only be described = ete “Religion”, And| the ground post-match, but we could see no evidence of 
they know how to dissect any incident or tactical unrest in our 4 hours there. 

manouvre on the field . Your 1997 supporter is not a yob. 
Ticket prices and all seater stadiums have all but elimi- 
nated the thug element. Sure the odd skin head or so still 


| 
| 


The Farr Post 


Olympic Stadium, Rome 


it was just coincidence that we were in Rome the day 
the World Cup qualifier was taking place. Having 
taken our tour guide’s advice of “don’t even try and 
get a ticket or go sightseeing near the ground”, we 
decided to catch the replay in our rooms that night. 
‘The sight of the local “polizei” and “carabinieri” 
carting off English supporters at noon on match day, 
with 8 hours till kick off indicated that local 
authorities would show no tolerance to any infractions 
no matter how minor. In fact, we guessed that when 
our key was thrown at us that night by the staff on the 
front desk at our hotel. They’re a bad tempered lot 
those Italians. Anyway, staggering back to our room 
on match night after too many beers etc etc we caught 
the last half of what tuned out to be great result for 
England. Poor organisation by the authorities also 
contributed to a lot of trouble that was reported in the 
press. 

Tip.. when in Rome don’t upset the Italians, and learn 
how to caich. 


White Hart Lane 


This long awaited journey to White Hart Lane was the 
culmination of 20 years of support for Spurs. Noting 
was going to deter the pilgrimage from being 
completed. Having ordered the tickets the month 
before at $63.00 each, we knew that at least we were 
guaranteed of a good seat The promise of a home 
result was another thing, considering Tottenham’s 
form of late. 


Being stuck on the tarmac at Charles De Gaulle at 
12.00 that day and knowing we had a 4.00pm 
Appointment in north London caused a few nervous 
moments, however we were seated by 3.40. The 
stadium is almost fully redeveloped now with the 
northern stand almost finished, and it truly is a great 
facility. All seated and virtually right on top of the 
field. (Steeper than Suncorp, and at halftime the 
ground staff come out and repair the divots!) 

There must be something about travelling fans 
because the 1500 or so Wednesday fans were 


lnbelievably loud . Trumpets, drums and their own 
male stripper ! 


The home team was minus some stars, Ferdinand, 
lversson and Mabbutt, yet Ginola, Dominguez and 
Campbell started, with the enigmatic Darren 

Anderton on the bench for the first time in 18 months. 


Wednesday did start with their Italian stars Carbone 
and Di Canio. 


The contrast to the Blackburn/Wimbledon match was 
evident from the first whistle. This was to be an open game 
where the flair of the continental players opened up the 
flanks and broke down stodgy defensive tactics. It took 
only 15 minutes before Dominguez rifled in a shot under 
Pressman’s body to set Spurs on their way. Another 15 and 
Armstrong had slotted a close range opportunity and 
within 5 more minutes Ginola provided the crowd with the 
sweetest of curling shots from outside the box to have the 
scoreline read 3- 0 at half time. This was more than I could 
have expected and knowing their current form, wondered 
what the second half held. In fact, it was a 2 goal reply 
from Wednesday, yet in fairness the scoreline should 
probably have read 6 - 3 to Spurs, instead of the final 3 - 2 
to Spurs. 


The game itself was notable for the amazing ball skills and 
visions of Ginola and Carbone, and Sol Campbell’s 
presence of mind. Surely he will be central to Glen 
Hoddle’s France 98 campaign. Ginola resurrected 
memories of Hoddle with his pinpoint accuracy on a 40 
yard ball. Yet it was clearly evident why both teams were 
placed in the bottom half of the table. All the flair in the 
world will not compensate for a midfield which can be 
dominant in attack and defence, and both teams lacked this 
pre-requisite. Still, my memory of this visit is that of a 
home win, 25,000 fans happy with a result, and a smile on 
Gerry Francis ‘s face (and that’s a rarity these days). 


Oh... also when the chant went up “if you hate Arsenal 
stand up”, everyone did - even the Wednesday supporters. 


Next Month in 
The Farr Post... 


We have an interesting Queensland char- 
acter in mind for our monthly interview, 
and will hopefully bring you some news on 
the Silver Boot competition to be held at 
Brisbane Lions in February. 

As mentioned earlier, we hope to print and 
collate some of the findings from John 
Crofts internet survey, and there will be the 
usual round of articles, including match 
reports, fans comments, and (hopefully) 
some letters this month. 

Look out for us at the Strikers home game 
with Sydney United on 31st January. 


y Ewen Anderson 
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you're reading this | want you to know I died happy know: 
ing that the Socceroos made it to France 98. Now seat 
explain this offside rule again.” P4/5 sing the praises 0' 


id Hi taking the tough decisions (including the 
sonia tall 5 when they had to be made. Also 
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Revers 
Saturday 4* October, 1997 
Selhurst Park, Londen 
54 Pages (11.5 pages of ads - 21%) 


Wednesday 
Sunday 19" October, 1997 
White Hart Lane, London 


48 pages, (13 pages of ads - 27%) 


The Crazy Gang continue to surprise on the field of play 
and their programme is on a par with most other Premier 
League clubs. The programme cost £2 ($5). Joe Kinnear 
gives his views on P2/3 and on P4/5 Dickie Guy is profiled. 
Dickie was the Dons ‘keeper in their last seasons as a Non 
League club and their first as a League club. He is also 
remembered as the ‘keeper that saved a Peter Lorimer 
penalty in the FA Cup at Elland Road to earn the Dons a 
famous replay which was played at Selhurst Park, (Plough 
Lane was too smail with a capacity of 15,000), in front of 
45,000 - including me. Great memories! P6/7 The Inside 
Box - News Snippets. P8/9 Dons Info on future 
J games, tickets etc. P12/13 Preview of the 
Blackburn game. P15 Euro file. News from conti- 
nental countries. P16/17 The visitors. P18/19 Rov- 
ers players in profile. P20 Stats on Rovers. P22/ 
wat 23 A review of Dons games in Feb 1980. P24/25 
Action snaps. Centre spread. 3 page full colour 
pic of Brian McAllister. P26/27 Football in the Com- 
munity photo report. P28/29 ‘We're not singin’, 
anymore’. A look at the fair weather supporter. 
P31 Profile on Neil Sullivan including stats which teil us that 
only 43% of his long kick clearances go to his own team 
mates. (That's seen as good). P33 HT Quiz. P35 A look at 
the changes at Fulham with Wilkins and Keegan moving in. 
P38/39 Diary of the Dons. October review over the years. 
seasons Hillsborough fixture. P23-26 Four page P40/41 Newspaper reports of Dons recent games. P43 
‘oread on Shef. Weds. P22 & 26 Full page photos Reserves news. P44/45 Youth team news. P46/47 First team 
sf the two No. 18s (Iversen and Stefanovic). P29 match stats, fixtures, results, tables etc. P48 The squads. 
ymmercial Outlook. P31 World Service. How Ital- : . 

n players can now be found plying their trade Plenty to read. Particularly enjoyable are the numerous 
side ltaly. P32/33 Pics from the Newcastle de- strolls down memory lane as various articles look back over 
jal, P37 Feature on Gavin Kelly - a new trainee. |the years. Good programme with variety. 

1 All reserve team fixtures for the year. Spurs 


eserves play their games at Leyton Orient's 
found at Brisbane Road. That’s Chris Zorocich's ‘ie rie have 4 aie goliedardiee’ magazine that 


d stomping ground! P42/43 First team fixtures, [YOU d like to see reviewed in The Farr Post, 


lulls, Scorers etc. P44/45 Ticket Info for future |just send if to: 
ames. Did you know that it cost £18 ($45) to watch 
purs at Liverpool. Makes $12 to see the Strikers A 
und like good value? P46 Round up of recent fo on ae “om SON 


bn first team fixtures. P48 The Squads. 
ae Ae The Squads ALEXANDRA HILLS QLD 4161 


The first thing that hits you 
about this programme is 
how hard it is to work out 
who the opponents are. 
Spurs have for the last few 
years produced one of the 
award winning issues in the 
Premier League, so to find 
the opponent represented 
by nothing more than their 
Wimbe 


sesn't appeal. Spurs don't actually play 


sad Tottenham. There is another minor 


Sut who's going to argue that one? The | (5 
programme cost £2 ($5). P2 Should be a 
c Francis column, but he had hurt his 
back in an accident at home. Must have |} 
been Alan Sugar's knives he was feeling! Wssssbsceledlen 
David Howells in profile. P9 ‘Stop 

‘. small news snippets of interest. P11 Jun- 
ior Spurs news. P13 Features Wednesday's 
per Kevin Pressman. P15 looks at some past 
historical links between the two sides. P17 Pro- 
reserve Paul Mahorn. P18/19 Photos from last 


biipared with past issues, | find this years Spurs 


jeafamme to be a bit of a let down. Still a good In the meantime i iti i 
lad and well presented. | suppose the problem is football mane ne ealeien ane 


at eventually you can’t improve every year. 


Se 


7 The Farr Post 


An Evening with Norman Whiteside 
Tuesday, 2nd December, 1997 at Rochedale Rovers Soccer Club 


Norman Whiteside is a big bloke. I remembered him as a lanky teenager playing for Manchester United 
when he was 16, and representing Northern Ireland in the 1982 World Cup finals when he was 17. He 

was the youngest player ever to compete in a finals series, beating the legendary Pele, when he was 17 
years and 41 days old. These days he’s still pretty tall, but has filled out, and looks like he could still give 
defences a hard time. Now, he looks more like the old fashioned centre-forward - the type that would 

meet a cross with all his body, and knock the ball into the net with his head, and the goalkeeper would 
follow in a crumpled heap seconds later. : 

At the Rochedale Rovers club on December 2nd, The Farr Post spent an evening with Norman, and found — 
a very interesting character underneath all the hype, and broken records. He has an Honours Degree in} 
Podiatry, and works full-time for that famous British company Manchester United PLC. 

The evening started with a few video clips and the audience was split into four teams for a trivia quiz. A 
bit of a waste of time in my mind, but it added to the tension as we waited for the great man to speak. 
remember the 1982 World Cup finals in Spain, and the Irish team, not for this youngster, Whiteside, but 
for the hero of Turf Moor in those days, Billy Hamilton. The Irish were going to Spain, and Bumleys star — 
centre-forward was in the squad. For this reason alone I had followed their progress in 1982, and just 
happened to notice Norman on the way. 


4 


When Norman finally rose to speak, he gave us a light-hearted walk through his life. He was signed at 12 
years old by United whilst still in Belfast, and went on to a full-time role in the Manchester United first 
team. From there Northem Ireland took him to the World Cup in Spain in 1982 at 17, and by 18 he was 
offered a one million pound signing on fee from A.C. Milan in Italy. He spoke about some of the 
characters that he met and worked with at that time, including his manager Ron Atkinson, and team-mate 
Paul McGrath and Bryan Robson, with whom he spent much of his social time too. 

With over 250 first team games for United under his belt, he moved to Everton where he played for two 
seasons. Two very lucrative seasons aswell. As he had risen through the ranks at United his basic pay was 
substantially lower than those bought from other clubs. One week, for example, he was paid a basic 
sixteen pounds, plus an eight hundred pound winning bonus ! 

For that reason, alone, he was advised to move to Everton, where his basic rose dramatically, and he 
earned more in his two seasons at Goodison than all his time at Old Trafford. 

Now he works in hospitality at Old Trafford, and is trying to establish his own business in Podiatry, for 
which he has studied, and gained an Honours Degree. 

He also does a bit of coaching, and was once asked to coach some inmates of the notorious Maze prison 
in Northern Ireland - home to some of the most frightening terrorists in the world, When he started his — 
training session, he thought that they didn’t need much shooting practice. : 
He spoke for 25 minutes, initially, and then we had another fifty minutes for a question and answer 
session. Two signed United soccer shirts (those of David Beckham and Ryan Giggs) were up for auction, 
but no-one could match the reserved prices from Melbourne, and when proceedings were finally wound 
up at 11 o’clock we had been treated to a very entertaining evening. 


Some of Normans best and worst .. . 

Hardest Player played against - Jimmy Case (Liverpool) 

Best Manager he played under - Ron Atkinson (Manchester United) 

Most dedicated player he played with - Bryan Robson (Manchester United) 
Best mate (on and off the pitch) - Paul McGrath (Manchester United) 

Best player he ever played against - Michel Platini (Juventus and France) 


\ 


al 
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A RETURN TO ROOTS - PART Ill 


by Steve Cooper 


Following on from his visist to Upton Park to see his beloved West Ham United, Steve 
takes in a midweek game, with a few old, but interesting names associated with it. . . 
The second match I managed to see during my brief trip to England in October was the Tuesday night Second 


Division fixture at Vicarage Road between Watford and Fulham. Regular readers will have seen Ewen’s review of 
the programme in December’s “Farr Post” - if only the match had lived up to the standard of the programme ! 


This was a chance to see how Watford were travelling this season under the “second coming” of Elton John and 
Graham Taylor and the once-great Fulham, now under the direction of Ray Wilkins and Kevin Keegan - big 
names indeed ! 


Although | am a die-hard West Ham man, Watford have always been my second team, being the local club to 
home and with many of my mates supporting them. When I first went to watch them they were a struggling (old) 
Second Division side, and true to form, fell down the league to the Fourth Division. As they played their 
midweek games on Tuesday nights, I was able to get along fairly often between West Ham games to stand on the 
terraces, mostly in the rain and cold, with the other 3,000 loyal souls and dream of greater things. One day, their 
prayers were answered by the arrival of Elton John as Chairman and a new young manager in Graham Taylor. 
With a blend of lower Division battlers, First Division cast offs ( eg. Pat Rice from Arsenal ) and young talent ( 
eg. 8 certain John Barnes ), and by modifying the team for each Division reached, within six years the club 
finished second in Division One with only Liverpool ahead of them - and they even beat them 2-1 on the last da 
ofthe season | The crowd, too, had swelled from the 3,000 in Division Four to an average of 20,000. : 


Several years in the top flight and an F.A.Cup Final appearance followed, until Taylor moved on to Aston Villa 
and later as coach of England, and Elton John retired as Chairman. Watford gradually slipped down the Divisions 
over a number of years and the crowd fell away again, until last season and the “second coming” ! 


And so to this Tuesday night in October. Vicarage Road has changed considerably and is now all-seater, but 
whereas the atmosphere has, in my opinion, suffered somewhat at West Ham by becoming all-seater, the changes 
here have made a great improvement. The large former terraces at the Vicarage Road end have been ‘converted 
and roofed, and this is now the “home” end. The old home end - the Rookery - has been tured over to the awa 
support. This means that whereas before the crowd’s singing would be carried away on the wind - or literally 4 
drowned out on the often rainy nights - now the roof seems to double the volume and direct it towards the pitch 
and the players. And with the good start to the season the club is having, the crowds are returning and 12,500 
tumed out for this game, not bad for a Tuesday night in the Second Division. 


The game itself proved somewhat of a disappointment. Fulham did not have much in attack and ne 
: ; ver reall 

.. and Watford took a while to get going, eventually running out 2-0 winners with goals by their hadi 

ohnson ( whom, I must admit, I had never heard of ! ) and Ronnie Rosenthal, one of the more experi- , 
a : players brought in to the club to balance the younger members of the squad. Never mind, it was a win to 
ter . that kept them on top and on track for greater things. Since that day in October, I don’t think that 
ek i af a ae in the league, and a glance at the table shows Watford and Bristol City both well clear of 
i F and | ‘in ing for Division 1 next season, barring any major disasters ( and we all know about those, don’t 

ow Strikers fans !! ). Even Fulham have climbed the table and are sitting amongst the teams chasing the 


play-off place. ' 
Attention !!! 


All you INTERNET junkies !!! 
Visit the OZSOCCER website at 
http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 
and the Strikers website at 
http://www.brishane strikers.com 


Tt Was good to catch up with the games on my brief trip, as it 
showed me that the great atmosphere at the English game was 
not only well but positively flourishing, with bigger crowds. 
Sufér grounds and good football. Next trip over is in June 98. 


Now, isn’t there some tournament i y 
Men being pla ed somewhere tn 
Europe around then peeee 
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FRANCE 9S 
The World Gup 


| : 

22 eu . ESTA ti ex 
L \, The World Cup Draw 
The draw for the 1998 World Cup was made on December 4th, and has thrown up some interesting 
groups. Holders Brazil will open the defence of their crown on June 10th when they will play Scotland) 
on day 1 of the 33 day festival of football. The two other teams in Group A are Morocco and Norway, 
with the Scandinavian country being favourites to join Brazil in the second round from that group. 

In Group B Italy were given a seeding and are expected to reach phase two with either Chile, Austria 
or Cameroon. All three countries could qualify with the Italians, but it is expected that the second 
qualifier will be decided when the Chileans meet Austria on June 17th. 
Two European countries are expected to reach the second round from Group C. Both Denmark and 
hosts France are expected to progress at the expense of South Africa and Saudi Arabia, however the 
South Africans will be no easybeats as they are the current Afican champions. 
Group D looks to be the tightest of the eight, with seeds Spain being matched against Nigeria, 
Paraquay and Bulgaria. The Spaniards should proceed to the second round, and should be joined by 
Olympic gold medal winners, Nigeria - but it won't be easy for any of these countries. 
European neighbours Holland and Belgium will be sick of the sight of each other by the end of next 
summer. They were drawn together in their qualifying group, and will now meet again in Group E. 
Both should advance to the second phase, but South Korea and Mexico will not go down without a 
fight. The Koreans, especially, showed that they can play a quick game when they troubled the 
Socceroos here at Suncorp last year in the Optus World Series. 
Two more European countries should qualify from Group F where the seeded Germans will match up 
against Yugoslavia, Iran and the United States. This would have been a good group for Australia to 
have been drawn in, had we overcome the Iranians. Yugoslavia should qualify with Germany, but I 
reckon that we could have beaten the Yugoslavs in France, and qualified as runners-up to the Germa 
Romania were not one of the top seeds this time, and Glen Hoddle was very relieved to see England 
drawn with them and Colombia and Tunisia in Group G. The Poms should win this group, and the 
South Americans could see themselves make it to the second round at the expense of the Romanians. 
Finally to Group H, and everybodys favourites Jamaica. The Reggae Boyz are 250-1 outsiders to lift 
the trophy, but with a couple of English Premier League players in their squad, they could upset the 
other three in the group. Favourites to qualify are seeded country, Argentina and Croatia, but the 
Japanese are also capable of producing an upset too. 


If the draw goes to plan then FIFA will see an all South American semi-final and an all European se 
final. The Brazilians and Argentinians meeting in one match whilst any two from Germany, Italy, 
England, France, Holland and Spain could be battling out the other semi. Most dramatically those arc 
rivals England and Germany could meet as early as the Quarter-finals stage, as could Italy and Spain. 
With less than six months to go until the first game is played analysts, commentators and fans must b 
salivating at the prospect of these 64 matches. By Sunday, July 12th it will be all over, and we will 


have a World Champion for another four years. ROCHEDALE R OVERS RADIO 
FM 101 - Saturday 9.15 am 


My tip - England v Brazil final 
(TM) 
For full draw see facing page 


Join Kieran Cooper every Saturday moming on 
FM One-O-One for all the latest on the local 
and International soccer scene. 
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Harper under pressure 23 


When thai first penalty was given to the Strikers in last months i i 

Harper literally ran for the ball, tucked it under his arms, and rie Body oe 
sundry that he was taking the spot-kick - and no-one was going to argue with him. In doing so ie t 
his whole Strikers career on the line. If he missed that penalty then his season would have been Wb if 
over. A geal, however, would silence his critics for a few weeks, and give him that all important 7 
breathing space - time to regather his thoughts, and ease the burden of expectation on ie shoulders. 


Thankfully for Harper he did score, and although, for a spli i i 
; ; plit second, it looked as if the ball i 
over the bar from the my seat, he bought himself time to get his game back on track. piieh te was: 
eves tothe oe peste to si geal a happier man, and was shaking hands with, and giving 
i layers and staff on the sideii i 
ih e sideline. The relief could be seen from Suncorp to 


But what of this “major coup” as it was announced when he did finally si i i 
firtations with Perth Glory ? Was it such a wise decision ? And to net ag Haat aaa, chat 
someone with a bit more experience of playing locally could have added a bit more value to the robb ? 
The combined pressures of a new club - one having just won it's first Championship - an interstat: 
move, and the captaincy have taken their toll on Harpers form this season. Some would argue that hi 
form was never that good anyway, and why would we want another forward when we had Rod B ag 
Farina and young Wayne Knipe aswell ? But Harper has copped a lot of flak this season, and ih 
me at (apa panels have got noticeably louder. Regular Optus Vision watchers vil have 
\ F on some occasions he has le irming i b 
passes going astray, challenges turning into yellow cards eeraag el pemear be cua 
rs test's recently a cleverly planned free-kick left him with only the Hiei to beat 
hy . Last season those chances would have been put away clinically by Brown, Farina or 


So the drought has been broken, and Harper lives to fi 
; , ight another day. But don’t believe f 
Se part oe lined . i eral He must follow up that goal with a few solid perio ners 
\ ace in this Grand Final winnin inj i i 
Bisco Wennnan g team. Our injury toll is slowly clearing, and 


back to strengthen the 
midfield, Harper should be 
looking over his shoulder. The full W 
Bul Farina has stuck with orld Cu draw 
sail peacusy this season, 
and he owes Frank a debt of Group B 
Gratitude. There's not many Italy* ake : 2 
Coaches out there who would A Spain 
leave someone with the Austria Nigeria 
ah of Rod Brown on the Chile 

, especially after five Camer 
losses out of the first six = 


Group G 
Romania* 
England 
Colombia 
Tunisia 


games. The only way Harper 
Can repay Farina is by 
Scoring a few more goals, 
and convincing the Suncorp 
faithful that he wasn't a 
Waste of money - but that is 
Still 2 long way off yet. 


(TM) 


Holland* Germany” 
Belgium Unied States 
South Korea |Iran 

Mexico Yugoslavia 


Argentina* 
Croatia 
Japan 
Jamaica 


* denotes seeded countries 


Strike Squad move 

Stewart Holmes of the Strikers Strike Squad, has 
confirmed that they will cease their nomadic 
existence in future, and will locate themselves at 
the back of the main stand on the left-hand side as 
you look at the pitch. 

Attempts to create some atmosphere by relocating 


odds 'n' sods 


—————- _— 


; 


Football computer software | 
Alan Clark runs a little business designing 
computer software, and has come up with two very) 
novel programs. One is an electronic Ericsson Cup_ 
fixture list. He has entered all the fixtures for the 
season, and all you have to do is fill in the results 
for it to calculate the league table, and the final 


to various parts of the ground have so far failed, but | play-off positions at seasons end. 


their new location gives them the ability to create 

noise that echoes around the ground. 

Good luck, Stewey, and keep up the good work. 
ee 


Eagles new coach - players wanted ! 
Legendary Brisbane amateur club Southside Eagles 
have acquired the services of a new coach for the 
coming season. Chris Beswick joins the club from 
Redlands where he coached their first team, and has 
previously coached and played at Capalaba. A 
goalkeeper in his earlier years, Chris hails from 
Manchester originally, coming to Australia in 1981. 
In 1995 he coached Capalaba reserves to a Grand 
Final victory, and would like to repeat the feeling 
again with a first grade team. 
Chris is looking to attract new players to the club 
with an emphasis on fitness and hard work at pre- 
season training. Any players in the south-east 
Brisbane area not committed to a club yet, come 
down and give them a try, or call Chris on 3207 
1459. 
a 
The Farr Post Competition 
As we go to print for this issue, the staff at this 
most ridiculous of magazines are hatching a plot for 
a competition to be run over the next few months. 
We want you to pick the four countries who you 
think will finish first to fourth at this years World 
Cup finals. 
The competition will be open from now until the 
first ball is kicked on June 10th, and in the 
meantime we will be putting together a package of 
prizes. Start thinking about your choices, and we'll 
give you more information in the next issue. 


The second is an electronic fixture list for the 
World Cup finals in France later this year. Again, 
just pump in the results, and watch the rest of the 


draw look after itself. 

Usually the software sells for $20 each program, 
but TEP readers can obtain them for a special price 
of $15 each, or $25 for both. This price includes 
postage, but if you want to save yourself $5, Alan 
will e-mail them to you for the even lower price o 
$10 each. 

Contact Alan Clark, PO Box 1112 - Richmond 
North - Victoria 3121 

or phone (03) 9421 3677 

or e-mail mcropod@starnet.com.au 

make cheques payable to "McRopod 
Concepts" 


Pre-match drinks 
A number of members of the OzSoccer 
internet mailing list are trying to arrange 
for pre-match beers at The Irish Connec- 
tion pub on Caxton Street before every 
home game. Unfortunately some of us 
TFP types need to sell magazines before 
every other home game, but for our next 
home game against Wollongong on 
January 17th why not come on by, and 
have a Kilkenny or seven before heading 
on down to the gi ound. ll; 
Write to The Farr Post... 
PO Box 478 _ 
Bulimba Qid 4171 
or Fax (07) 3899 0497 
or E-mail ajm@world.net 


The Farr Post 


Letters to The Critor 
Unfortunately our christmas card from Perry Park must have 
got lost in the mail, as our box was empty by Christmas Eve, 


however, this little note was found when we checked again on 
New Years Eve 
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now that Harper has got one, Frank will feel 
more inclined to pick him ahead of Brown who 
has three this season - from a lesser number of 
starts, too. 

And as the season continues to progress, and 
Brown can only get on as a substitute, or when 
Frank accumulates yet more disciplinary points 
that warrant another suspension, he will 
question his worth at the Strikers. This I fear, 
may lead to him leaving the club in frustration 
at not getting a first team start. 

That would be a sad, sad day for all Strikers 
fans, but unless Frank has been given a 
"sensible hat" for Christmas, then I feel that 
Rod Brown will continue to get the dirty end 
of the stick, and his departure will become 


Dear Sir, ; 

Whilst not wanting to put a damper on Rod 
Browns achievement last month, in breaking the 
all-time goai-scoring record, | would like to 
question Frank Farinas team selection this season. 
Up until Andy Harper scored his first of the 
season (also against the Adelaide Sharks) his 
contribution to this season has been non-existant. 
Any other player in such a position would have 
been dropped like a hot brick had it been anyone 
else other than Harper. 

Brown has started on the bench more times than I 
care to remember this season, but it seems that 
Frank has kept giving Harper "one more chance" 
for the past two months now ! 

True, Brown hasn't been scoring as freely as we 


would all like, but it's a bit difficult from the inevitable. 
bench isn't it ? A. Williams (no relation) 
Moorooka. 


The really terrible thing about this situation is that 


Subscriptions 

To save us all from standing outside Sunco: i i i i 
stanc rp Stadium in the rain on a Saturday night. 

—” us more time in the pub before the game, why not subscribe to The Pars 

A twelve monthly subscription is a steal at $25, and (d 

) on ‘ ue to a number of requests) si 
months will cost you $15, Fillin the form, and send it with a cheque to coon 
The Farr Post, PO Box 478, Bulimba, QLD 4171. 


poo EE 
| Please send mea (12 or 6) monthly subscription to The Farr Post. | 
Starting with issue number (The January issue is number 16). | 
; | 

ITenclose a cheque for payable to "Sports Print". | 
| Name ! 
l Address | 
Suburb | 
, state Post Code | 
| 

| 


| 
_ The Farr Post - For Australians who care about football 


26 CLASSIFIEDS 


Beenleigh - Chris Green Park, Boundary Road, 
Beenleigh. New building work being done. 
Brisbane City - Spencer Park, Newbery Street, 
Newmarket. Bobby Hamilton is back on board for 
another season - can they do it again this year ? 
Brisbane Lions - Lions Stadium, 133 Pine Road, 
Richlands, New clubhouse now open ! 72 pokies, 
Keno, bar and Bistro - check it out ! 
Coalstars - Eric Evans Reserve, 254 Brisbane 
Road, Bundamba. Mike Mulvey hopes to start the 
Knights off with a succesful season. 
Pine Rivers - Wendy Allison Park, 188 
Samsonvale Road, Strathpine. Rivers need a 
succesful season to push for the Premiership. 
Rochedale Rovers - Underwood Park, Underwood 
Road, Rochedale. Pokies, Keno, good food, great 
company ... Open all summer. 


Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, 
Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. E-mail Kev at 
studsup@ozemail.com.au 


Write to us. 

We are always on the lookout for interesting 
articles and stories about the game of football, 
so get your pens out and jot down some of those 
old memories. Printed articles will earn you a 
free copy. 

This publication is produced by a group of 
dedicated football fans who have seen their best 
years disappear on football pitches, and club 
bars worldwide, and are living on past glories. 
Never buy them a beer or you'll never get away. 
You have been warned ! 


Free Car Stickers !!! 


We still have some of our free car stickers to give away. 
These were initially given away free with TFP 6, when 

we went to colour. If anybody wants one, send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope to The Farr Post, and we'll get one out to you. 


|The following clubs and organisations are supporting | 
The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. 


The Farr Post 
The Farr Post 


| : gam 


Anfield Sports Shop - Rochedale Rovers ’ No!i’s % 
The Farr 


Soccer Complex, Underwood Park, 
Underwood Road, Rochedale. 

Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 
Street, Bulimba. 

Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 
Lutwyche. 


OTHER SERVICES 


CD-ROM and internet web page design. 
E-mail; cyberoo @smople.thehub.com.au 
Computer Systems and Software. 
E-mail: www.bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 , = 
means Publishing. Contact Tony on 0411 Ransford Banini, Wayne Knipe and Joe Didulicia try to get to grips with The Farr Post. 


» ” 
—— 


FM101 Radio - 9.15 to 10 AM every Saturda 4 . : | 
meting wth Kies Cope [he Farr Post - coming to a neighbour- 
Photography - Paul Harley. Phone 3267 0681, 1 C fe} d near y ou this year { 1 i 


Quote of the Month 


"I've just bought that car, you . 

know..." 1e Post t-shirts - only $15 ! 

Strike Squad stalwart, Stewart Strikers Quiz Night we had a number of TFP collared t-shirts mad 

Hol hil : ti th red below. They are 100% cotton, and have the TFP logo on the ee 
olmes, whilst pon Ing at re ‘ » with Bill Shanklys immortal words on the back. . 

yellow Hyundai Brisbane Strikers ee ore a bunch of old, worn out has-beens they only come in two sizes - 

car that is parked behind the nily-retired size (Large), or vastly experienced five-belly size (Extra-Large). 

goals at every home Send a cheque for 

$15 to "Sports 

Print", PO Box 478, 

Bulimba, 

Qid 4171. 


We only have a few 
left, so get in touch 
early ! 


Th "4 i arr 1» a gt = February 1998 

(3 res meee. Number 17 $ 9 

Can I draw a moustache The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland — Monthly =e 
and big ears on Bobby —————————— —_———— ———_—_——_—_—_—_—_—_—___—_—_— 


Cen tins & Strikers down and out ? 


wrestler, George Souris of Wollongong 
o2 Despite their 3-1 win over the Glory 
away in Perth, the Strikers still 
have an uphill task if they are to 
ages l qualify for the finals series. Inside 
Interview with referee Mark Shield we have match reports from all four 


How do you support your team ? of their January fixtures, plus a 
Ron the Ref preview of their next two matches - 


; one of which is in Ipswich when 
Strikers news and match reports they help the Knights launch their 
A Football Pilgrimage IT XXXX Premier League season 


News from the Shire of Farr 


"Football's not a matter of life or 


Norman Whiteside finds something to la The Rod Brown Incident ! | death, it's much more important 
The Farr Post World Cup competition than that." 
. and more ! The late, great Bill Shankly. 


